
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 

EASTERN DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) I N F O R M A T I O N  

Plaintiff, I 

V. 

KYUNG J. KIM, 

Defendant. 

1 
I JUDGE OI_ 
) Title IS, Sectio~ls 1832(a)(2 
) 1832(a)(5), Urlited States Code 
1 

The United States Attorney cl~arges: 

Relevant Persons and Entitics 

At tinlcs material to this Information: 

1 .  The Lubrizol Corporation ("Lubrizol") was an Ohio corl~oration located in 

Wickliffe, Ohio. Li~brizoI nlaintained a Research and Dcvclopment facility, tllrough Lubrizol 

Aclva~lced Materials, Inc. (f ia Noveon, Inc.(fia The BF Goodrich Cornpany)), a subsidiary of 

Lubrizol located in Brccksville, Ohio. Lubrizol was in the business of manufacturing and sellirlg 

specialty chemicals, including plastics tccl~nology in thc form of specialty resins and additives, 

including conductive poly~lers ~ ~ r ~ d e r  the trade name Stat-Rite@ and l l~enoplas t ic  polyurctl~ane 
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("TPU") under the trade name EstaneO. Lubrizol's products were sold and shipped, and 

intended to be sold and shipped, in interstate and foreign commerce. At all relevant times, 

Lubrizol took steps to safeguard confidential and proprietary business and technological 

information ("trade secrets"). These measures incIuded, but were not limited to, confidentiality 

agreements, instructions to employees regarding the dissemination of such infomiation, and 

restricting access to certain inforn~ation to a limited number of high-level employees through 

password protection and eIectronically coded passcards. 

2. SK Chemicals ("SK") was a multinational chemical company wit11 its principal 

place of business in Seoul, South Korea. SK was an affiliate company of SK Hold i~~gs  Co., Ltd, 

a holding company located in Seoul, South Korea. SK maintained offices throughout the world, 

including the United States. SK was in the business of manufacturing and selling specialty 

chemicals including polyurethane resins, including TPU soId under the trade name Skythane, and 

olhel- high performance chemicals. SK was a cornpetitor of L~~brizoI.  

3. Tlle defendant, KYUNG J. KIM, was a resident of Broadview Heights, Ohio. 

I W  was Senior Rcsearcl~ and Developrner~t Associate at Lubrizol Advanced Materials, Inc. As 

a Lubrizol employee, defendant KYUNG J. KIM agreed to abide by Lubrizol poIicics to avoid 

conflicts of interest, n-taintain the confidentiality of proprietary information, and avoid the 

disclosure of trade secrets to any third party. 

4. Executive A was Team Leader, Skythane Team, at SK. 

5. Executive B was Associate Research Engineer/Resins Teal11 in 

the Specialty Chemicals Division of SK. Executive B worked at an SIC Plant in Suwon, South 

Korea. 
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6 .  Executive C was Production Manager, Resins Business Team, 

at the SK Su\\~on Plant in Su\von, South Korea and Team Leader, Skythane Team. 

COUNT 1 
(Thcft of Trade Secrets Conspiracy) 

7. The factual allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 6 arc incoq~orated 

herei11 as j f set forth in full. 

8. From in or about late 2001 through in or about January 2008, in the Northern 

District of Ohio, Eastern Division, and else\vhere, the defendant, ICYUNG J. KIM, did 

li~~o\ilingly co~~sp i rc  and agree with Executive A, Executive B, Executive C, and others knoiv11 

and u~lknown lo con~niit the folloiving offenses: 

a. Theft of Trade Secrets, in violation of 18 U.S.C. $ $  1 S32(a)(2) and (a)(3). 

9. It was part of the conspiracy that the dcfcndant, KYUNG J. KIM, wotlld gather 

Lubrizol trade secrets regarding TPU and other teclinology and provide them to tlze co- 

conspirators; tliis included Non-Halogen Flame Retardant Technology (NHFR) sold ii~lder the 

Esta~leO trade name and static control technology sold under the Stat-Rite@ trade name. 

10. It was part of the conspiracy that the defendant, KYUNG J. KIM, would meet 

with the co-conspirators at llolels and condomini~ums at various sites including Tucson, Arizona, 

Niagara Falls, Canada, and Suwou, South Korea. These illeeli~lgs occr~rrcd on at least seventeen 

( I  7) occasions and wo~lld last for several days. At tliese meetings. KYUNG J.  I<IM ~vould 

esplairl the trade secrets arid other confidential Lubrizol tecl~llology to the co-conspirators. 
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1 1. It was part of the conspiracy that thc co-conspirators would provide KYUNG J. 

KIM with envelopes of $10,000 in cash (usually in denominations of $100 bills) at  each nzceting 

in cxchange for the trade secrets and other confidential Lubsizol technology. The co-conspirators 

~ i ~ o u l d  also reimburse all of KYUNG I. ICIM's travel expenses (us~lally S1100). 

12. In ordcr to lend lcyitimacy to the conspiracy, the co-conspirators refel-sed to the 

al-sangement as a "consul~ancy" despite the fact that KYUNG J. KIM was a full-time employee at 

Lubrizol and subject to a duty of loyalty to Lubrizol. 

13. 111 fi~rtherance of the agree~zze~lt and to cffect its objects, the defendants 

committcd, almong others, the followi~~g overt acts i n  thc No~-thcrn District of Ohio, Eastern 

Division: 

a. On or about Dccember 26,2004, defendant KYUNG J .  KIM reserved a room at 

the Westill La Paloma Rcsorl in Tucson, Arizona for a meeting with co-conspirators. 

b. I11 or about late March 2007, defendant KYUNG J.  KIM d o ~ v ~ ~ l o a d e d  Lubrizol 

trade secrets and confidential iech~zology onto an external computer storage dcvice in preparation 

for a meeting with co-conspirators. 

c. In or about Iatc June 2007, defendant ICYUNG J.  KIM downloaded Lubrizol 

tsadc sccrcts regarding TPU including Non-Ilalogen Flame Retardailt Techlzology (NHFR) oi~to  

an exter~lal computcr storagc dcvice in preparalion for a meeting with co-conspirators. 

d. On or about March 27, 2007, defendant ICYUNG J.  KIM flew from Clevelaild 

Hopkirls Intcmational Ailport to Seoul IncIleon 1nternationaI Airport to meet wit11 

co-conspirators. 
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e. On or about July 2,2007, defendant KYUNG J. KIM flew from Cleveland 

Hopkins InternationaI Airport to Seoul Incheon International Airport to meet with 

co-conspirators. 

A11 in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1832(a)(5). 

COUNT 2 
(Theft of Trade Secrets) 

14. The factual allegations contained in paragraphs 1 tl~rough 6 are inco~porated 

herein as if set forth in full. 

15. In or about late March 2007, in the Northern District of Ohio, Eastern Division, 

and elsewhere, the defendant, KYUNG J. KIM, with the intent to convert trade secrets belonging 

to Lubrizol to the economic benefit of SK and its representatives, which trade secrets are related 

to and included in products that are placed in interstate and foreign commerce, did knowingly 

copy, duplicate, download, transmit, deliver, communicate, and convey Lubrizol trade secrets, 

knowing them to have been obtained and converted without authorization, intending and 

knowing that these actions would injure Lubrizol. 

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sectio~l 1832(a)(2). 

COUNT 3 
(Theft of Trade Secrets) 

16. The factual allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 6 are inco~porated 

herein as if set forth in full. 

17. In or about late June 2007, in the Northern District of Ohio, Easten1 Division, 
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and elsewhere, the defendant, KYUNG J. KIM, with the intent to convert trade secrets belonging 

to Lubrizol to the economic benefit of SK and its representatives, which trade secrets are related 

to and included in products that are placed in interstate and foreign commerce, did knowingly 

copy, dtiplicate, download, transmit, deliver, con~municate, and convey trade secrets, specifically 

Lubrizol trade secrets regarding TPU including Non-Halogen Flame Retardant Technology 

(NI-IFR), knowing them to have been obtained and converted without authorization, intending 

and knowing that these actions would injure LubrizoI. 

All in violati011 of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1832(a)(2). 

WILLIAM J. EDWARDS 
ACTING UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 




